Remember:

When x appears on both sides of the ‘=’ sign, remove the x’s from one side first, then treat the equation as before.

Look carefully at this example.


5x + 4 = 2x + 16
first remove ‘2x’ by subtracting 2x from 


 -2x

-2x

both sides


5x + 4 = 2x + 16
now 5x – 2x = 3x

so 
3x + 4 = 16

now remove ‘+4’ by subtracting 4 from 






both sides.





-4
-4

3x + 4 = 16



 


3x       = 12

now remove the ‘3’ by dividing both sides
3 3

by 3

so
x         =   4

Now you try these:

1. 3x + 2 = x + 8

2. 8x + 5 = 2x + 17

3. 7x – 3 = 3x + 5

4. 5x – 4 = 3x + 10

5. 6x – 8 = 5x – 3






































































