	Like and Unlike Terms 


Like terms can be added or subtracted: 
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e.g. a + 2a + 3a - 5a [image: image2.png]


a 
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e.g. a + 2b - 3a + 4c - b [image: image4.png]


-2a + b + 4c 

And these are unlike terms which cannot be added further. 

Like and unlike can be multiplied: 
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e.g. a [image: image6.png]
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a2 
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e.g. a(ab) [image: image9.png]
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ba2 (order doesn't matter) 
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a3b4c5 

Different powers of a given term are unlike terms: 
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e.g. x + 2x2 + x3 - 3x + 4x2 - 5x3 [image: image15.png]


-2x + 6x2 - 4x3 

The only way this can be simplified further is to factorize: 
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2x[-1 + 3x - 2x2] 
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-2x[2x2 - 3x + 1] [image: image20.png]
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-2x(2x - 1)(x - 1) 

Unlike terms can be divided but only simplified if there are common factors: 
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